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Civil Liability of the Journalist for the Violation of
the Right to the Image in Jordanian Law
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Abstract

The present study aims to determine the civil liability of the journalist for
the violation of the right to the image. While publishing news, reports and
investigations, the journalist captures many photos and publishes them to the
public. Therefore, he/she may cause damages to the persons whose images are
published. In Jordanian law, there is no specific provision that regulates the
right to the image; however, it is still possible to refer to the general rules of the
Jordanian civil law and the rules of copyright law.

The journalist, while practicing his/her work, aims to reach out to the public
achieving the principle of public right of access to information. Accordingly, the
right to the image is not absolute; rather, it is restricted. The journalist can exempt
himself/herself from liability if they prove that the image was taken in a public
place, or for a public figure, or was published to serve some public interest.
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