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First Lecture           Semantics 

• What is meant by semantics? 

• What type of meaning does it focus on? 

• Semantic Features 

• Study Questions 

Semantics is the study of the meaning of words, phrases and 

sentences. 

Semantics is said to be objective not subjective. It avoids accounting 

for subjective or local meaning. It focuses on what the words 

conventionally means rather than what an individual may want them to 

mean, i.e. it analyze what is said not what is meant to be said. 

Meaning 

Semantics is concerned with the conceptual meaning. Conceptual 

meaning covers those basic, essential components that are conveyed by 

the literal use of a word. Such meaning can be found and described in 

dictionaries. The word "needle", for example, is described in dictionaries 

as a "sharp, thin, steel instrument". These components are part of the 

conceptual meaning of the word "needle". 

On the other hand, "Associative Meaning" refers to the various 

types of meaning that differ from the conceptual meaning. Here the word 

"needle might be associated with "pain", "illness", "blood", "drugs", 

"thread", or "knitting" (this is related to the individuals concerned in the 

situation) "subjective". 

Another example for the associative meaning is the word "nurse" 

which is always linked to "woman" and that was the main reason behind 

the existence of the word "male nurse". 



 

 

 

Semantic Features 

According to semantics, some sentences are considered to be "odd": 

The hamburger ate the man 

    NP             V     NP 

In order to account for such oddness, conceptual meaning might be 

of great help. Though, the sentence is syntactically good, it is semantically 

odd. The sentence (the man ate the hamburger) would appear to be more 

acceptable, since the verb "eat" needs a subject that is capable of eating 

(human or animal). Semantics deals with the entities as containers of 

meaning and uses such features to account for the oddness of words; (+) as 

having the feature and (-) as not having the feature. 

Hence, the verb ate in the example needs a subject that is (+ animate) 

"+human, +animal" and an object that is (-animate). 

Such features are called as the sematic features (+human –human, 

+animal –animal, +adult –adult, + male +female …etc.). 

 TABLE HORSE BOY MAN GIRL WOMAN 

ANIMATE - + + + + + 

HUMAN - - + + + + 

FEMALE - - - - + + 

ADULT - - - + - + 

Table has the features (-animate, -human, -female, -adult) 

 

 

-animate +animate 

animate 

 



 

 

Study Questions 

1. The following sentences are odd. State how and clear the 

oddness. Elaborate: 

*The cat wrote a letter. 

*The wall listens to music. 

 

Second Lecture 

• Semantic Roles 

• Lexical Relations 

• Study Questions 

Instead of thinking of words as "containers" of meaning, words can 

have roles to fulfill within each situation described in a sentence. 

Semantic Roles are: 

1. Agent and Theme 

2. Instrument and Experiencer 

3. Location, Source and Goal 

The first role is the Agent role: 

The Agent is the entity that performs the action. 

"The doer of the action". 

 It can be + human, -human. 

What is important is that the agent should be the one/thing that 

causes the action. 

Agents are typically human, they can also be nonhuman entities that 

cause actions. As in noun phrases denoting: 

The boy kicked the ball 

The wind moved the ball 

The ball was red 

Agent Action 
Affected by 

the action 



 

 

 • A natural force (the wind blew the ball away) 

 • A machine (A car ran over the ball) 

 • A creature (The dog caught the ball) 

The Theme is the entity that is affected by the action. In the sentence 

"the ball was red" the ball is the theme (patient), though it isn’t affected by 

any action, yet it does not perform any. 

The theme is typically –human but it can also be +human. 

       The boy chased the dog. 

       The dog chased the boy. 

A single entity may perform both roles (agent, theme) as in "the boy 

hurt himself", the boy serves the role of an agent as well as a theme. 

 

Instrument and Experiencer 

The boy chased the dog with a stick. 

In the above sentence the agent (the boy) used a tool "instrument" to 

fulfill the action. The instrument is the tool used by agents to perform the 

action. 

The boy cut the robe with a razor 

He drew the picture with a crayon 

She squashed the bug with a magazine 

 

 

 

Instrument  



 

 

Verbs that do not indicate actions such as (see, know, enjoy) have 

NP with a role that is different from agents. The Experiencer is a NP used 

to represent an entity as the person who has a feeling, perception or state. 

The boy feels sad.  

The NP (the boy) does not perform an action, rather it is used to 

represent a feeling. Hence it fulfills the role of an experiencer. 

Did you hear that noise?  

• You = experiencer 

• That noise = theme 

 

 

• Agents can be human and nonhuman. Experiencers can only 

be human. 

• Agents denote doing or causing something, possibly 

intentionally. (Kill, hit, move, smash, watch…..)  

• Experiencers are characterized as being aware of something. 

(Love, like, enjoy, hear, smell….) 

 

 

 

 

Location refers to where the entity is in the description of 

an event, for example, (on the table), (at home),…… 



 

 

Source refers to where the entity moves from, for example, 

(from Chicago), (from Baghdad). 

Goal refers to where the entity moves to, as in (to Berlin), 

(to George). 

I transferred the money from saving to checking.  

                              Source                   Goal 

All these semantic roles are illustrated in the following 

scenario: 

 Mary       saw       a fly            on the wall. 

She       borrowed  a magazine        from George. 

She           squashed      the bug       with the magazine. 

She           handed       the magazine      back to George. 

"Gee thanks,"   said         George 

Try to do these: 

1. The door is big. 

2. I tried to open it with a key. 

3. I took the key from Sam and gave it to dad.  

Experiencer 

theme location 

Where an 

entity is. 

Agent 

theme Source 
Where 

comes from 



 

 

 

In semantic analysis, words are not only treated as containers of 

meaning or as having roles, words are also analyzed in terms of their 

relation, i.e. as having relationships with one and another. For example if 

we are asked about the meaning of conceal we can say that it is the same 

as "hide" or the opposite of "uncover". We may explain the meaning of 

"daffodils" as "a kind of flowers". 

Consequently, lexical relations refers to describing the meaning of 

words not in terms of its component features, rather in terms of their 

relationships to other words. 

Lexical relations are: 

• Synonymy {small, tiny} 

• Antonymy {big, small} 

• Hyponymy {an asp is a snake} 

• Prototypes {the clearest example to bird is pigeon} 

• Homophones (right, write} 

• Homonyms{ right = true, direction} *no relation 

• Polysemy {head = part of the body, boss, 

• Metonymy {bottle, water/ car, wheels/ king, crown} 

• Collocations {hammer, nail} 

Words can have relationships with each other. 

 • Big : The same as large (Synonymy)  

• Big : The opposite of small (Antonymy) 



 

 

Synonyms are two or more words with very closely related 

meanings. Examples: almost/nearly, big/large, broad/wide, buy/purchase, 

cab/taxi, car/automobile, couch/sofa, freedom/liberty. 

Words that are synonymous can be substituted for one another, 

though not always, in the suitable circumstances; (what was his answer?) 

is the same as (what was his reply?). "answer" and "reply" cannot be always 

used in the same sentence, i.e. they may represent oddness: 

Sandy had only one answer correct. 

*Sandy had only one reply correct. 

The idea of “sameness” of meaning is not necessarily ‘total 

sameness’. In many occasions, one word is appropriate in a sentence, but 

its synonym is odd. 

Formal Vs. informal use  

• My father purchased a large automobile. 

 • My dad bought a big car. 

 

Antonyms are two forms with opposite meanings. (Opposite 

not the negative). Some examples are; alive/ dead, big/small, fast/slow, 

happy/sad, hot/cold, long/short, male/female, married/single, old/new, 

rich/ poor, true/false. 

Antonyms are divided into two types: 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opposites along a scale                                         Direct opposites 

          (big/small)                                          (male/female, dead/alive) 

Used in comparative construction 

Big= bigger    small= smaller 

Isn’t used in comparative constructions 

dead= *deader   male= *maler  

The negative of one member of a 

gradable pair doesn’t necessarily 

imply the other: 

My car isn’t old. (does not imply that 

my car is new). 

The negative of one member of a non-

gradable pair does imply the other 

member: 

My cat is not dead. (implies that my cat 

is alive). 

Hyponymy: when the meaning of one form is included in the 

meaning of another. Examples: animal/dog, dog/poodle, vegetable/carrot, 

flower/rose. 

The concept of ‘inclusion’ involved in this relationship is the idea 

that if an object is a rose, then it is necessarily a flower ( rose is a hyponym 

of flower). 

“An asp is a kind of snake”      



 

 

Co-hyponyms and Superordinate are two terms in hyponymy that 

can be illustrated in the following diagram: 

An ant is a type of insect. A horse is a hyponym of an animal. Insect 

and animal are called superordinate, (higher level). Dog and snake are co-

hyponyms for they belong to the same superordinate. 

 

• Hyponyms are not only things for (punch, shoot, stab) are co-

hyponyms of the subordinate "injure" 

Prototypes 

“The characteristic instance” of a category is known as the 

prototype. It is explaining the meaning of certain words in terms of 

resemblance to the clearest example. 

i. What is the clearest example of the word bird? 

ii. What is the clearest example of the word fruit? 

iii. What is the clearest example of the word furniture? 

Bird  

(Pigeon & sparrow are closer to the prototype than ostrich & 

penguin). 



 

 

    

The clearest example to describe a creature as a bird is pigeon. 

Clothing--- shirts are closer than shoes. Furniture --- chair is closer than 

stool 

Homophones 

 Two or more words with different forms and the same 

pronunciation.  Write/right, knight/night 

Homonyms 

One form with two or more different meanings:  

Bank (river- financial institution) 

Bat (flying creature – used in sports) 

Mole: 

  

 

 



 

 

Polysemy 

 Two words or more with the same form and pronunciation, and with 

related meanings.  

Head = the object on top of your body, the person at the top of a 

company or department.  

Foot = of person/ of bed/ of mountain  

Run= person does/ water does/ colors does. 

Here the relatedness of meaning is based on "similarity"; the head of 

a company is similar to the head of a person controlling the body. 

It is possible for two terms to be distinguished via homonymy 

and via polysemy? 

 Date = a thing we eat  

Date = a point in time  

Date = a point in time is polysemous in terms of:  

A particular day and month: 

 • The date on the letter was 30th August 1962.  

• What's today's date? 

An arranged meeting (an appointment)  

• Let's make a date to come over and visit. 

A romantic meeting (with someone we like) 

• I've got a date with Andrea tomorrow night. 

A person (that person we like) 



 

 

• Can I bring my date to the party 

Metonymy 

Two words are related in terms of a close connection in everyday 

experience. This connection is based on: 

A container-contents relation  

Bottle/water e.g. He drank the whole bottle. 

Can/juice  

A whole-part relation: 

Car/wheels 

House/roof  

Representative-symbol relation: 

King/crown  

The President/ the White House e.g. The White House has 

announced….. 

*Making sense of such expressions often depends on context, 

background knowledge and inference. 

Collocation 

Collocation refers to the words that tend to occur with other words: 

Hammer/ nail • table/ chair • butter/ bread • needle/ thread • salt/ 

pepper • Break/ rule, break/promise, break/ heart 

 

 



 

 

Third Lecture          Pragmatics 

• Pragmatics Definitions 

• Deixis 

• Reference 

• Anaphora 

• Inference 

• presupposition 

Communication heavily depends not only on what the words 

literally mean, but also recognizing the speaker meaning. Pragmatics is the 

study of what speakers mean. It is the study of the invisible meaning. 

Pragmatics is defined as: 

a. The study of contextual meaning communicated by a 

speaker and interpreted by a listener. 

b. The study of the relation between linguistic forms and 

its users. 

c. It is the study of what the speaker means rather than 

what words or phrases might mean by themselves. 

Everything counts in pragmatics; the context, the way you speak, 

write: 

 

 

Threat. 

Promise 



 

 

Context: 

The context is the main key to meaning in pragmatics. Context is of 

two types: linguistic context (co-text) and Physical context. Linguistic 

context is the set of the surrounding words that affect the meaning of the 

words; "bank" is a homonym, a single form with different meanings, so 

how can we decide which meaning is intended? The intended meaning is 

recognized via the surrounding words, linguistic context i.e. if the word 

bank is used with words like "withdraw, cash" then it means a financial 

institution. 

More generally, such words can be interpreted through the physical 

context; where, how, and when these words are spoken or written: if the 

word bank is written on the wall of a building then the physical context 

shows that it means a financial institution. 

Deixis: 

Deixis is pointing via language. To accomplish this pointing, deictic 

expressions or indexicals are used. 

e.g. You will have to bring it back tomorrow because she isn’t here 

today. 

Out of context this sentence is vague; it contains a large number of 

expressions that rely on knowledge of the immediate physical context for 

their interpretation. Deixis are expressions used to point to things: (it, this, 

these,…). Hence, Deixis are classified into: 

Person Deixis: words or phrases used to point to persons (him, them, 

they, idiots) 

Spatial Deixis: words or phrases used to point to a location (here, 

there, near that). 



 

 

Temporal Deixis: words or phrases used to point to a time (now, 

then, tomorrow, then). 

These expressions have to be interpreted in terms of which person, 

place or time the speaker has in mind. 

What kind of deictic expressions are used in this sentence? 

I am busy now, so you can't stay here. Come back later. 

Reference 

Reference is an act in which a speaker/writer uses linguistic forms 

to enable the listener/reader to identify something. The linguistic forms 

used are proper nouns (Chomsky, Jennifer), other nouns in phrases (my 

aunt, the cat) or pronouns (he, she, they). However, words in themselves 

do not refer to anything, people do.  

Look at him (pronoun reference) 

The woman in the red (definite article) 

We sometimes use vague expressions to refer to something 

depending on the listener's knowledge as in (the blue thing, the tall man), 

we may also invent names (Have you ever used a reference to refer to 

someone you don’t know??) (Mrs. Be quiet) 

Anaphoric Reference 

Anaphoric reference is the expression used to maintain reference to 

something or someone already mentioned.  

A man was looking at the children, then he disappeared and left 

them. (Initial reference) 

The subsequent reference 
Antecedent 

Anaphora 



 

 

The connection between antecedents and anaphoric expressions is 

often based on inference: 

We found a house to rent, but the kitchen was very small. 

Inference: if X is a house, then X has a kitchen. Hence the 

connection between the antecedent (the house) and the anaphoric 

expression is made by means of the inference. 

Presupposition 

Inferences are related to what the listener does to arrive at the 

intended meaning, presupposition, on the other hand has to do with what 

the speaker's assumptions. 

A presupposition refers to what the speaker (or writer) assumes is 

true or known by a listener (or reader). 

As I wrote this I presuppose that you know English. 

One of the tests used to check the validity of the identified 

presuppositions involves negating the sentence: 

My car is a wreck. My car isn’t a wreck. 

Both sentences presuppose that the speaker owns a car and the 

presupposition remains constant even though the verb is changed into 

negative. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Fourth Lecture 

• Speech Acts 

1 Direct and Indirect Speech Acts 
• Politeness 

1 Negative and Positive Face 

Speech acts 

Speech acts refer to the action performed by a speaker with an 

utterance. The listener can usually recognize the type of action performed 

by an utterance. Hence speech acts are actions; "requesting", 

"commanding", "informing",… e.g. "I'll be back at six" this utterance is 

performing the speech act of "promising". 

Consider this example: 

This tea is really cold". 

This utterance can be interpreted as a complaint (in winter), or as a 

praise (in summer, ice tea). 

Speech acts are divided into two types according to their structure: 

Direct and Indirect Speech Acts 

An utterance is seen as a direct speech act when there is a direct 

relationship between the structure and the communicative function of the 

utterance.  

1. A declarative is used to make a statement: “You wear a seat 

belt.” 

2. An interrogative is used to ask a question: “Do you wear a 

seat belt?” 



 

 

3.  An imperative is used to make a command: “Wear a seat 

belt!” 

Direct speech acts therefore explicitly illustrate the intended 

meaning the speaker has behind making that utterance. 

An indirect speech is one that is “performed by means of another”. 

That means that there is an indirect relationship between the form and the 

function of the utterance. Consider the following examples: 

1. An interrogative is used to make a request: “Could you pass 

the salt?” 

2. A declarative is used to make a request: “You’re standing in 

front of the TV.” 

It is possible to have strange effects, if one fails to recognize another 

person's indirect speech acts: 

Visitor: Excuse me. Do you know where the Ambassador Hotel is? 

Passer-by: oh! Sure. I know where it is. (and walks away). 

The second speaker treated the visitor's utterance as a direct question 

instead of dealing with it as an indirect speech act of requesting directions. 

The main reason to use indirect speech acts is to make our speech 

more elegant and polite 

Politeness 

Within linguistics, politeness is tied to "face". According to 

pragmatics, face is the public self-image. On that basis, politeness can be 

defined as showing awareness and consideration of another person's face. 

If you say something that represent a threat to another's self-image, 

then you are communicating a face-threatening act: (Give me that 



 

 

paper!). In such sentence the speaker is said to be behaving as having a 

more social powers over the hearer, and if he doesn’t have such power, 

then he is performing a face-threatening act. (Could you give me the 

paper?) the use of the indirect speech act removes the assumption of social 

powers and makes your request a less threatening act. Hence face-saving 

act is when you say something that lessens the possible threat to another's 

face. 

Negative and Positive Face

 

Negative face is the need to be free and independent from 

imposition. 

Positive face is the need to be connected, to belong, to be a member 

of the group. 

A face-saving act that emphasizes a person's positive face will show 

solidarity and draw attention to a common goal? Explain using an example 

Ideas of language concerning politeness differ from one culture to 

another, hence speakers must be aware of the other's face, e.g. if you grow 

up in a culture that use directness to show solidarity and use a direct act 

(you must have a cup of tea) to people whose culture is more oriented to 

indirectness, then you are being impolite and using a face-threatening act. 

Do the study Questions on page 137 (1-6) 

  



 

 

Fifth Lecture               Discourse Analysis 

• What is Discourse? 

• Definition of Discourse Analysis. 

• Interpreting Discourse 

1 Cohesion 

2 Coherence 

3 Speech Events 

Discourse Analysis investigates how we make sense of what we 

read, how to recognize a well-constructed text, how to understand more 

than what is said, and how to successfully take part in a conversation. 

A discourse is a set of utterances which constitute a recognizable 

speech event; a conversation, a joke, a sermon, an interview. 

The word discourse is defined as "language beyond the sentence". 

Accordingly, discourse analysis is concerned with the study of language 

in texts and conversation. Within discourse analysis, we are not 

concentrating on what is correct and what is incorrect, instead, we can 

make sense of notices and understand the conditional relation between the 

parts of a text; "No shoes, no service" (if you are wearing no shoes, then 

there is no service). 

Interpreting Discourse 

Discourse analysis is a process in which the reader and the listener's 

mind is working up on the linguistic features of the utterance to grasp the 

intended meaning of the writer or the speaker, even if the utterances are 

ungrammatical. Consider this example: 

 My natal was in a small town, very close to Riyadh capital of Saudi 

Arabia. The distant between my town and Riyadh 7 miles exactly. The 



 

 

name of this Almasani that means in English Factories. It take its name 

from the peopl's career. In my childhood I remember the people live. It 

was very simple. Most the people was farmer. 

The above paragraph is full of grammatical mistakes, though, the 

text can be interpreted by means of Discourse Analysis. To correctly 

interpret the paragraph we rely on more than the linguistic form and 

structure. Within Discourse analysis, we use different tools: 

Cohesion 

Cohesion refers to the ties and connections which exist within texts, 

by means of different cohesive devices: 

My father once bought a Lincoln convertible. He did it by saving 

every penny he could. That car would be worth a fortune nowadays. 

However, he sold it to help pay for my college education. Sometimes I 

think I'd rather have the convertible. 

In order to maintain reference to the same people and things, a 

number of ties "connection" are used:  

1. Cohesive ties according to reference: 

Father: he – he – he 

My: my – I 

Lincoln: it 

"A" Lincoln convertible, "that" car, "the" convertible. 

2. Cohesive ties according to semantics 

Money: bought – saving – penny – worth a fortune – sold – pay. 

Time: once, nowadays, sometimes. 

3. Cohesive ties according to grammar: 

Tense: bought – did – could – would – sold. 



 

 

4. Cohesive ties according to textual relations: 

However. 

Such analysis gives us some insight into how writers structure what 

they want to say. However such connections might not be sufficient to the 

interpretation of the discourse. There must be other factors that lead us to 

distinguish a connected text from another that is not. Consider this 

example: 

My father bought a Lincoln convertible. The car driven by the 

police was red. That color doesn’t suit her. She consists of three letters. 

However, a letter isn’t as fast as a telephone call. 

So many cohesive devices though the text can't be appropriately 

interpreted. The text isn't coherent. 

Coherence                              Cohesive 

 

 

 

Coherence is the relationships which link the meanings of utterances 

in a text: 

Her: That's the telephone. 

Him: I'm in the bath. 

Her: O.K. 

In this example, despite that there is no cohesive devices, these 

people managed to make sense to each other. Such communication can be 

interpreted in terms of speech acts: 

Easy to interpret 
Many cohesive 

ties 



 

 

She makes a request of him to perform an action. 

He states reason why he cannot comply with request. 

She undertakes to perform action. 

Hence, in such example we depend on specific knowledge not 

simply linguistic knowledge. 

Speech Event 

Speech event refers to the different factors that influence our 

understanding of a given text. For example we have to specify the roles of 

the speaker and hearer and their relationships; friends, strangers, men, 

women, young, old, equal or unequal social status,….etc. 

Sixth Lecture 

• Conversation Analysis 

I. Turn taking 

• The Co-operative Principle 

I. Hedges 

II. Implicature 

• Background Knowledge 

I. Schemas and Scripts 

Conversation Analysis 

English conversation is an activity in which two or more people take 

turns at speaking. Typically only one person speaks at a time. If the two 

interlocutors spoke at the same time an overlap occurs and one has to stop: 

A: Didn’t you [know wh- 

B:                  [ But he must have been there by two  

A: yes but you knew where he was going. 

Overlap  



 

 

Speakers can mark their as complete "completion point" in a number 

of ways: asking a question or pausing.  

Turn Taking 

There are some strategies adopted by the interlocutors in order not 

to show rudeness "if one speaker cuts in on another speaker", nor shyness 

"if one speaker keeps waiting for an opportunity to take a turn and none 

seems to occur". 

One strategy is the "long-winded" strategy by which the speaker 

holds the floor i.e. never pause or issue a question "avoids completion 

point". This is done by making the sentences run on throughout (1)the use 

of connectors such as and, and then, so, but. (2) place the pauses where the 

sentences are incomplete and fill the pauses with hesitation  markers: er, 

em, ah, uh: 

That’s their favorite restaurant because they ….. enjoy French 

food and when they were…… in France they couldn't believe it 

that…….you know that they had…….that they had had better meals 

back home. 

The pauses up in the extract are filled by the speaker with (em, er, 

you know,aah,..). Such strategies are part of the conversation and they are 

ways of organizing our conversation. 

The Co-operative Principle 

According to the philosopher Paul Grice, in any conversation, the 

participants are assumed to be co-operative. He introduced Four Maxims 

and the co-operative principle to be followed in a conversation. 

 



 

 

The co-operative principle is: "Make your conversational 

contribution such as required, at the stage at which it occurs, by the 

accepted purpose or direction of the talk exchange in which you are 

engaged".  

On that basis, the Gricean Maxims are: 

The Quantity Maxim: be as informative as required. (no more no 

less). 

The Quality Maxim: do not say that which you believe to be false 

or for which you lack adequate evidence. (say the truth). 

The Relation Maxim: be relevant 

The Manner Maxim: be clear, brief and orderly. 

The co-operative principle specified in the four maxims help to 

explain the way people are saying things: in a lunchbreak if a woman asks 

her friend how she likes her sandwich to be and she gets this answer: "A 

Sandwich is a sandwich", according to the maxim of quantity she is being 

as informative as is required, according to the maxim of quality, she is 

being truthful. Moreover, she is being relevant to the subject, and orderly. 

Hence, all the maxims are being observed, though there is no apparent 

communicative value! It simply implies she has no opinion, and that 

sandwich choice isn’t important to talk about. 

Implicatures                                Hedges 

Hedges 

If we are concerned in preserving the maxims, we use different 

expressions to be recognized as following the four maxims. Hedges are 



 

 

devices used by speakers to "explain" that they are not sure that what they 

are saying is sufficiently correct or complete: 

1. Hedges on the quality maxims: sort of, as far as I know,…. 

2. Hedges on the quantity maxim: to cut things short, as you 

know,… 

3. Hedges on the relevance maxim: by the way, well anyway,….. 

4. Hedges on the manner maxim: I am not sure if this makes 

sense,…. 

Implicatures 

With the co-operative principle and the four maxims, we can work 

out Implicatures. An Implicature is "an additional conveyed meaning". 

Assuming that the speaker is following the maxims, the implicature is 

arrived at: 

A: Are you coming to the party tonight? 

B: I've got an example tonight. 

B= I am not coming because I have an exam. 

Here the listener (A) interpreted the sentence via using the 

background knowledge. 

Background Knowledge 

Listeners and readers build their interpretation on much more 

information than is presented in the words depending on our knowledge: 

John was on his way to school.  

He was really worried about his math lesson. 

Last week, he was unable to control his class. 

He is a student. He walks 

to school or goes by bus. 

He has a math lesson 

!!! 


